
Walter Vignette
(20-25 minutes)

1. “If there’s a pattern in all of these stories….I think it’s that none of us has gotten very ______.”

2. Walter has been down there for __ years.

3. “Even the _______ on the other side of the door starts to feel normal...even friendly.”

4. “But I need to stop living the same day...even if it kills me.” What device is this? 

5. We find out in the end that the shaking was not a monster but a what? (How does Walter die?)

6. Walter’s death is ironic. Provide evidence why.

7. “Trying to bury something that’s still _______.”

8. I think we’ve been surrounded by _______ for so long, we just got used to it. 

9. What kind of family finishes a cemetery before starting a _________?

10. Look at Walter’s grave stone. What is interesting about it?



11. What is poking out of the water at low tide?

12. What’s the difference between a monument and a tombstone?

13. Who do you think Sanjay Kumar is?

14. In what way did Edith already tell us she was pregnant? Cite evidence to support your claim.

Quick-Write: Think about a time someone told you a secret and a time when you told someone a secret. Do 
not write either secret in your response, just use them for ideas. Write a few sentences that answer some or 
all of these questions: What is trust? What does trust have to do with secrets? How do you respond or act 
when people tell you a secret? How do you hope other people will respond or act when you tell them one?


