
English

Voiceworksheet

Exercise 1

1. The word ‘voice’ can have various meanings: sound, expression of ideas/opini-

ons, physical voice, give opinion (vb). Look at the synonyms or near synonyms

for ‘voice’ and find the odd one out in each of the lists.

a. Sound:

� language · noise · tone · utterance · wish · words
b. Expression of ideas/opinions:

� decision · division · say · view · vote · will · wish
c. Physical voice:

� instrument · jaw ·medium ·mouthpiece · organ · spokesman · vehicle
d. Give opinion (vb):

� air · articulate · assert · declare · divulge · enunciate · express · invest
· raise an issue · speak out · utter

2. Translate these expressions into Danish so that the meaning is identical with

that of the English expression, i.e. you need not translate word for word.

• an inner voice

• the voice of conscience/reason/sa-

nity

• a criticasl voice

• a distinctive voice

• add a voice

• have a voice

• lower one’s voice

• find a voice

• give voice to

• have a voice in something

• lend a voice

• make your voice heard

• raise your voice

• speak with one voice

Exercise 2 Rea the rest of the text and write notes on what the text tells us about:

a. what Joey has to say about himself

b. what Joey has to say about Big Ant

c. what Big Ant has to say about herself

d. what Big Ant has to say about Joey

e. the world surrounding Joey and Big Ant

f. the time they live in

g. the time that was before the Cold Time

h. places that people used to go to
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i. the way people used to travel

j. th’Irthsore

k. Joey’s parents

l. Joey’s grandfather

m. what happened in the Alps

n. what kind of people work in the Alps

o. the result of activities in the Alps

p. normality

q. what Joey has to say about what happened to the world

r. what Big Ant has to say about what happened to the world

s. the Committee’s point of view

t. what is going to happen to Joey

u. what is going to happen to the ham
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Exercise 3 LANGUAGE AND TEXT STRUCTURE

1. Reread and examine these three excerpts from the text from a linguistic point

of view:

• “I liv in a shack [...] Me to”, lines 20–24

• Big Ant’s first Note to Commity, lines 25–32

• The letter from the Committee at the end of the story, lines 109–116

Find examples of incorrect use of language in each of the texts. Focus on:

• spelling

• grammar, particularly concord and adjectives/adverbs

• punctuation

• sentence structure and complexity

• the choice of words

Suggest reasons for the different levels of correctness in the three excerpts.

2. Text structure: What is the function of the OK OKs?

3. The text is published as a short story. In what way does it resemble short stories

as you know the genre? You may consider the beginning, middle, incidents,

characters, plot development, dialogue.

4. How many people are speaking or writing? Are they writing to each other /

about each other? What is the connection between the characters?

5. This is a definition of the epistolary /��p�stələri/ novel: An epistolary novel

is a novel written as a series of letters or similar documents. Sometimes diary

entries or electronic documents like textmessages are used. Theword epistolary

is derived via Latin from the Greek word epistle meaning letter. Reading letters

rather than a traditional short story or novel allows the reader to construct their

own image or story. They do not need to rely on a narrator.

a. Towhat extent is “How th’IrthWint Rong byHapless Joey@homeskool.guv”

an epistolary short story? Compare with What Remains of Edith Finch?

b. What is the effect of writing the story through letters rather than as one

coherent narrative?

6. Reflect on what reading parts of the text with a focus on language did to your

understanding of the text.

Exercise 4 VOCABULARY

1. Apocalypse (Greek origin) means revelation and is used about Judgment Day in

a biblical sense and the end of theworld as described in the Book of Revelations,

the last book of the New Testament in the Bible. The prefix post- means ‘after’.

In post-apocalyptic literature, the setting is typically one in which the end of the

world has already taken place and the characters are trying to survive and get

on in a new world. The event that caused the world to collapse may be disease,

war, or manmade and natural disasters.
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a. Find and explain the odd one out. Pay attention to prefixes and roots re-

spectively: posthumous · postnatal · posture · postgraduate
b. Find and explain the odd one out. Pay attention to prefixes and roots re-

spectively: post-war · post office · postmodernism · post-mortem
c. Find and explain the odd one out. Pay attention to prefixes and roots re-

spectively: postponement · post-it-note · post-industrial · postscript

2. Topos (Greek origin) means place. The prefix u- means ‘no-’ and the prefix

dys- means ‘lacking’ or ‘bad’. Utopias typically describe a society which is

‘perfect’ from the point of view of the narrator whereas dystopias describe the

opposite. Utopias and dystopias are frequently found in science fiction.

a. VOCABULARY. Find out what the following terms ending in -topia and

derivations mean by looking at the prefixes.

• ecotopia

• subtopia

• technotopia

• digitopia

• pornotopia

• utopia

• dystopia

• dysfunctional

• dyslexia

b. Or – if you look at the suffix (derivative) of the words?

• utopianism

• dystopianism

c. Write one sentence about the text in which you include at least three of the

words from the task online.

Exercise 5 RELIGIOUS PERSPECTIVE

1. Reread and examine the passage “Here is what happind …” until “why is that

I wunder.” (lines 68–102).

a. This passage includes references to God and the Bible. Find examples of

words which have a religious dimension.

b. According to Joey, what did the people do, and what was God’s reaction?

c. What light do biblical references throw on your understanding of the text?

Exercise 6 SCIENCE

1. Reread and examine the passage beginning “But it was not the same normil…”

until “…the say-so.” (lines 92–108).

2. Find out what a collider is and what its purpose is.

3. Find and watch a film clip about the CERN Collider.

4. What links can you establish between the film clip and the text?

5. What new ligdht does the film throw on your reading and understanding of the

text?
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